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ROBOTICS & REMOTE SYSTEMS 33
Howie Choset: Snake robots
INTERVIEW BY MICHAEL MCQUEEN 34
Robots: Helping in everyday operations, ready for emergencies
BY KiM MONTI 38
Surveying places other robots cannot reach
BY DICK KOVAN 44

POWER 15

Climate scientists urge support for nuclear power. NRC allows heatup of Fort Cal-
houn reactor; restart decision still pending. NRC issues orders to former senior reac-
tor operators, Exelon. Basemat concrete poured for Unit 3 at Summer site. More RAIs
issued for ESBWR design certification. Watts Bar-2 still on pace for operation in late
2015. Renaissance Watch: An update on developments that may lead to new power
reactors. NRC increases oversight of Pilgrim-1, Susquehanna-2. NRC denies petition
in Limerick license renewal, revises schedules. Unplanned scrams at six reactors. NRC
drops plans to change interlocutory appeals process.

SECURITY 27

Bechtel-led team retains Y-12/Pantex contract. IAEA review finds U.S. nuclear secu-
rity to be “robust” U.S.-Russian report addresses nuclear terrorism. NRC to amend
special nuclear material regulations.

INTERNATIONAL 47

Areva wins contract to complete Brazil's Angra-3. The Olkiluoto-3 reactor vessel head
has been installed. South Korea awards $10.6-million contract to Lloyd’s Register.
Agreement reached on Sinop new-build project in Turkey. Olympic torch reaches
North Pole by nuclear-powered Russian icebreaker. Switzerland’s Miihleberg nuclear
plant to be closed in 2019. SCK-CEN, CERN team up to develop particle accelerators.
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DOE determines that suspect tanks at Hanford Site are not leak-
ing. NRC extends comment period for proposed waste confi-
dence rule. Savannah River Site employee recognized for inno-
vative ideas. NRC finds licensee decommissioning funds to be
sufficient. Court denies Nevada’s appeal for a rehearing of Yuc-
ca Mountain case. Sludge removed from 11th single-shell tank
at Hanford Site.

FUEL 60

Black Range Minerals buys Shootaring Mill. Babcock & Wilcox,
Lightbridge to develop pilot fuel fabrication facility. Parliament
of Greenland votes to revoke ban on uranium mining.

INDUSTRY 63

Organization established to promote nuclear industry in Vir-
ginia. AMEC acquires Automated Engineering Services; other
business developments. SRNLs Energy Materials Research Lab-
oratory officially opened on November 4. Areva awarded three
contracts; other pacts.

RESEARCH 66

Key design changes proposed for ITER.

ISOTOPES & RADIATION 67

U.S. Army receives license to possess depleted uranium at
Hawaiian sites. Oregon State University reactor could be sup-
ply source for Mo-99/Tc-99m.

STANDARDS & DOCUMENTATION 68

NRC issues six regulatory guides, proposes another.
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