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Renaissance Watch: Is it still happening? BY E. MICHAEL BLAKE 38

Supplying the United Kingdom’s new-build program BY DICK KOVAN 56

The NNSA’s MOX Fuel Fabrication Facility moves along BY RICK MICHAL 60

Mandatory hearings ahead for the first new reactor licenses BY E. MICHAEL BLAKE 64

POWER 22
Exelon, Constellation announce plans to merge. NRC commissioners question sufficien-
cy of station blackout rule for battery power duration. Point Beach-1 and -2 approved for
17 percent power uprates. Three reactors rise, three fall in NRC’s Reactor Oversight Pro-
cess action matrix. NRC issues red finding for valve failure at Browns Ferry-1. Domin-
ion announces plans to sell Kewaunee. GEHitachi asks NRC to suspend design certification
rulemaking for Toshiba ABWR. ASLB for Davis-Besse license renewal accepts two in-
tervenor contentions. EPA proposes regulations for power plant cooling water intake struc-
tures. UniStar responds to order fromASLB regarding viability of Calvert Cliffs-3.

OPERATIONS 30
INPO’s U.S. reactor fleet performance indicators for 2010 show mixed results.

SECURITY 33
NNSA looks to tighten its belt. United Arab Emirates, South Korea sign nuclear safe-
guards agreement. NRC issues Susquehanna a “greater than green” security finding.

INTERNATIONAL 70
India to establish independent nuclear regulatory agency. Japan’s prime minister forces
shutdown of Hamaoka nuclear plant. Workers make first entry into Fukushima Daiichi
-1 reactor building. Italy abandons new nuclear program. Canada’s Point Lepreau granted
one-year license extension. International community pledges more funds for Chernobyl.
Swiss nuclear regulator focuses post-Fukushima concerns on spent fuel pools. EDF pro-
poses creation of rapid-reaction task force. Team fromHungary’s Paks plant wins NUMEX
maintenance award. Small and medium-sized reactors drive new IAEA activities.

MEETINGS 82
World Nuclear Fuel Cycle 2011 reviews impacts of Fukushima Daiichi.

FUEL 87
Areva CEO Besnainou criticizes reporting on MOX fuel. More capacity planned for
uranium-bearing copper at Olympic Dam Project inAustralia. Australian company to de-
velop Namibian uraniummine. Cumbria County Council backs U.K. plan to recyle MOX
fuel at Sellafield. International Isotopes goes forward with plans to build uranium decon-
version plant in New Mexico.
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MIT report says centralized storage is key, but siting problematic.

ISOTOPES & RADIATION 98
Honolulu food irradiation facility is cleared to operate.

RESEARCH 99
Canadian firm receives venture funds for magnetic confinement and inertial confinement
fusion research.
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CBI Polymers, Mirion Technologies donate products to Japan; other business develop-
ments.

EDUCATION,TRAINING &WORKFORCE 104
University of Cambridge to offer master’s degree in nuclear energy.

STANDARDS 105
Standards approved, published; comments requested.
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