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SPECIAL SECTION:OUTAGE MANAGEMENT 37
Rick Libra: A safe and successful outage INTERVIEW BY RICK MICHAL 39

NRU outage challenges escalating BY DICK KOVAN 47

The startup of a union BY RICK MICHAL 52

Repairing Europe’s High Flux Reactor BY DICK KOVAN 55

POWER 23
Vermont state Senate votes against license renewal forVermontYankee. New reactor equip-
ment to be shipped to Vogtle site by rail. Prehearing conference held on permit reinstate-
ment for Bellefonte-1 and -2. Renaissance Watch: An update on developments that may
lead to new power reactor orders and construction. Rep. Markey calls for GAO probe of
NRC processes, oversight. DOE chooses teams led by Westinghouse, General Atomics
for Next Generation Nuclear Plant conceptual design work. NRC certification of U.S. EPR
design delayed by four months. Small modular reactor concept gaining traction. NRC en-
courages SMR designers to form working groups. NRC dockets license renewal applica-
tion for Columbia. NRC urges licensees to upgrade to VPN technology by September
2011. NRC issues information notices on control rods, diesel parts, pipe support anchors.
(Also see Call for Papers, pp. 83–86, for the 2010ANSWinter Meeting, November 7–11,
in Las Vegas, Nev.)

SECURITY 32
NRC takes action to prevent public release of sensitive information. NRC Commissioner
Klein sees need for risk-informed security regulations. NRC denies NEI petition seeking
extended deadline for licensee compliance with new security requirements. NNSA agree-
ments strengthen U.S. cooperation with Japan, United Arab Emirates.

INTERNATIONAL 58
IAEA Director General Amano gives first speech to Board of Governors. IAEA projects
focus on new radiopharmaceuticals. IAEA works to ensure comprehensive security in
small and medium-sized reactor designs. Poland’s PGE signs nuclear cooperation agree-
ment with GE Hitachi. New source of Mo-99 in Poland will help bridge supply gap. In-
ternational team reviews safety regulation at Iran’s Bushehr reactor. High-powered advi-
sory board to provide guidance to UnitedArab Emirates’nuclear program. Extensive pip-
ing repairs begin at the Netherlands’ High Flux Reactor.
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Coming up . . .
Mid-April—Nuclear News Buyers

Guide 2010
May—Special Feature: U.S. Nuclear

Power Plant Capacity Factors
June—Special Section on 

New Construction
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WASTE MANAGEMENT 63
DOE withdraws Yucca Mountain repository license application. NRC concludes review
of DOE’s Phase 1 decommissioning plan for West Valley Demonstration Project. Blue
Ribbon Commission charter explains objectives, activities, and duties. NRC directs staff
to review spent fuel regulatory programs. 

EDUCATION, TRAINING & WORKFORCE 66
North Carolina State University’s reactor has three main functions. University of Illinois
conducts experiment on virtual reality system. New NNSA mentoring program to aid
knowledge transfer. 

ISOTOPES & RADIATION 69
FDA seeks limits on exposure to ionizing radiation from medical procedures. Babcock &
Wilcox hopes to receive license for new radioisotope production facility in 2013. NRC
fines, tasks NIST over plutonium spill. Cobalt-60 production capability sought for Hope
Creek.

INDUSTRY 70
Flowserve to supply valves for AP1000 reactors in China; other business developments. 

FUEL 77
Cameco reports on U3O8 production in 2009, makes predictions for 2010. NRC begins re-
view of International Isotopes’ license application for new uranium deconversion facility.
NNSA, TVA to study use of MOX fuel in power reactors.


