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SPECIAL SECTION: SECURITY & SAFEGUARDS 31
Nancy Jo Nicholas: An international need for WINS INTERVIEW BY RICK MICHAL 32

SPOTC: Desert shoot-out at the security crossroads of the nation BY JOHN THOMAS 34

IAEA’s Nilsson: Security must be sustainable BY GAMINI SENEVIRATNE 39

POWER 13
How will the change in administration, Congress affect nuclear energy?ASLB decides in
favor of license renewal for Pilgrim reactor. NRC dockets Exelon’s COL application for
two ESBWRs in Texas. NRC denies contention in Oyster Creek license renewal pro-
ceeding. RenaissanceWatch: An update on developments that may lead to new power re-
actor orders and construction. NRC’s Reactor Oversight Process places 95 of 104 reactors
in highest performance category. Duke estimates cost of Lee plant at $11 billion, plus in-
terest. NRC delays flood-related safety review of Bellefonte site for a year. NRC updates
design policy for advanced reactors. ASLB admits contention in Harris licensing pro-
ceeding. Cook-1 idled well into 2009 by turbine mishap. NRC issues documents on con-
crete placement, welds, operator actions in an emergency.

SECURITY 26
NRC encourages licensees to work with DOE’s GTRI to enhance protection of high-risk
radiological sources. DOE extends Battelle management contract for PNNL to 2012.
NNSA removes Russian-origin HEU from Hungary. IAEA report says sustainability is
key to global nuclear security.

INTERNATIONAL 42
Vietnamese government presents plan to build four 1000-MWe reactors. Finland’s Fen-
novoima submits environmental assessment for new plant. Bruce Power to assess new
plant site in Ontario. IAEA sends third fact-finding mission to Kashiwazaki Kariwa to as-
sess impact of 2007 earthquake. India’s BARC ready to build thorium demonstration re-
actor. Canada’s AECL completes advanced nuclear fuel agreements with Chinese orga-
nizations. Heavy water replaced in reflector vessel of Australia’s OPAL research reactor.

WASTE MANAGEMENT 46
DOE ready to sign spent fuel disposal contracts for new reactors. DOE opens comment
period on draft PEIS for GNEP. DOE to build new groundwater treatment system at Han-
ford Site. SRS wastewater treatment facility celebrates 20 years of operation. DOE seeks
contractor for waste disposition project at Idaho Site.Westinghouse Savannah River’s em-
ployee fitness program recognized by American Heart Association.

December 2008 Volume 51, Number 13



EDITORIAL

ANS Membership Application 5599

Backscatter 7722

Calendar 66

Calls for Papers 88

Late News 1177

Letters 1122

Nuclear Notes 44

People 7700

Recently Published 1100

Short Courses and Seminars 88

ADVERTISING

Direct Answer 5588

Index to Advertisers 5577

Employment Ads Begin 5533

DEPARTMENTS

December 2008 N U C L E A R N E W S 3

ANS Officers
P R E S I D E N T

William E. Burchill
V I C E  P R E S I D E N T / P R E S I D E N T - E L E C T

Thomas L. Sanders
T R E A S U R E R

Eric P. Loewen

CHA I R M AN ,  A N S  P U B L I C A T I ON S
S T E E R I N G  COMM I T T E E

Roger W. Tilbrook

Administrative
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C TO R

John M. Tuohy, Jr.

Nuclear News (ISSN: 0029-5574), Volume 51, Number 13.
Published monthly (except during the month of April when
issued twice monthly) by the American Nuclear Society, In-
corporated, with business, executive, and editorial offices at
555 N. Ken sington Ave., La Grange Park, Illinois 60526; tele-
phone 708/352-6611. Subscription rate is $400 for 2009;
overseas subscribers add $65 per year for postage and handling.
Single copy price is $40; $12 additional for overseas postage
and handling (except for the Buyers Guide issue, which is
$110; $15 additional for overseas postage and handling). In-
dividual ANS members receive NN as part of membership.
Replacement copies may be obtained at the single copy price,
as long as copies are available. Inquiries about the distribution
and delivery of Nuclear News and requests for changes of ad-
dress should be directed to the American Nuclear Society. Al-
low six weeks for a change to become effective. POSTMAS-
TER: Send change of address orders to Nuclear News,
American Nuclear Society, 555 N. Kensington Ave., La
Grange Park, Illinois 60526, or <nucnews@ ans. org>.

Nuclear News is printed in New Richmond, Wis. 54017, by
St. Croix Press, Inc. Nonprofit periodicals postage paid at La
Grange, Illinois, and at additional mailing offices. Copyright ©
2008 by the American Nuclear Society, Inc. Trademark regis-
tered in USA and Canada.

Opinions expressed in this publication by the authors
are their own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the editors, the American Nuclear Society, or the organiza-
tions with which the authors are affiliated, nor should pub-
lication of author viewpoints or identification of materials
or products be construed as endorsement by this publica-
tion or by the Society.

Texts of most Nuclear News articles are available on the
NEXIS database, from Mead Data Corporation.

Coming up . . .
January—2009 Preview: 
A Look at the Year Ahead

February—Special Section on
Education, Training, and
Workforce Issues

CCoovveerr:: Jay Blake, a member of the se-
curity team at the Idaho National Lab-
oratory, was named officer of the year
in the five-man competition at the Se-
curity Protection Officer Training
Competition for 2008. Blake is seen
participating in a SPOTC exercise, held
in New Mexico in June. For more on
SPOTC and other security-related sto-
ries, see our Security and Safeguards
Special Section starting on page 31.
(Photo: DOE)
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INDUSTRY 49
Areva, Northrup Grumman to build reactor component manufacturing facility in Virginia.
Westinghouse to open office in Charlotte, N.C.; other business developments. CB&I to
produce two AP1000 reactor vessels; other contracts.

MEETINGS 51
22nd IAEA Fusion Energy Conference.

RESEARCH 53
European Union panel prioritizes R&D needs for ITER, DEMO. Vacuum vessel, poloidal
field coils procured for ITER.

EDUCATION, TRAINING & WORKFORCE 61
First university experiment under way at INL’s Advanced Test Reactor. Westinghouse
names 2008–2009 school grant winners.

FUEL 64
Reid, Hatch introduce thorium fuel cycle bill in Senate. Domenici lauds progress on LES
enrichment plant. NRC review finds that Areva fuel plant is operated “safely and secure-
ly.” Uranium One suspends operations at South African mine. NRC renews compliance cer-
tificates for USEC gaseous diffusion plants. Uranium Energy drilling project in Texas pro-
duces positive results.

ISOTOPES & RADIATION 67
Walmart continues search for missing tritium exit signs. 

STANDARDS 68
Standards approved, comments requested.
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