
2 N U C L E A R N E W S May 2008

Editorial Staff
E D I T O R & P U B L I S H E R

Betsy Tompkins

I N T E R N A T I O N A L E D I T O R

Dick Kovan

S E N I O R E D I T O R

Rick Michal

S E N I O R A S S O C I A T E E D I T O R

E. Michael Blake

A S S O C I A T E E D I T O R

Phyllis Ruzicka

P R O D U C T I O N E D I T O R

Patricia A. Matas

D E S K T O P E D I T O R

Chris Salvato

E D I T O R I A L A S S I S T A N T S

Susan Gallier
Katelyn Kunesh

C O N T R I B U T I N G C O L U M N I S T

Bill Minkler

Advertising Staff
A D V E R T I S I N G A N D C I R C U L A T I O N

S A L E S M A N A G E R

Jeff Mosses

A D V E R T I S I N G / P R O D U C T I O N
A S S I S T A N T

Erica McGowan

C I R C U L A T I O N A S S I S T A N T

Bess Weglarz

Editorial Advisory
Committee

Ramon Ashley, Sam K. Bhattacharyya,
Roger S. Reynolds, Roger W. Tilbrook,

and Paul Turinsky

ANS Headquarters
G E N E R A L N U M B E R

708/352-6611
Fax 708/352-0499

Web site <www.ans.org>

N U C L E A R N E W S A D V E R T I S I N G

708/579-8226, 800/NUC-NEWS
Fax 708/352-6464

Web site <www.ans.org/advertising>
e-mail <advertising@ans.org>

N U C L E A R N E W S E D I T O R I A L

708/579-8245
Fax 708/352-6464

e-mail <nucnews@ans.org>

I N T E R N A T I O N A L E D I T O R
( D I C K K O V A N )

+44 1737 842687
e-mail <dkovan@compuserve.com>

60
.5

9

62
.7

4

59
.1

4

61
.4

5 68
.5

4 73
.6

2 79
.0

8

83
.2

0 88
.3

8

89
.7

7

90
.6

1p. 28

NuclearNews
May 2008 Volume 51, Number 6

FEATURE ARTICLES
U.S. capacity factors: Another small gain, another new peak BY E. MICHAEL BLAKE 28

Hart and McCollum: An overhead job at Oconee INTERVIEW BY RICK MICHAL 36
Oconee-3’s containment painting project 40

POWER 14
Engineering, procurement, and construction contract signed for Vogtle-3 and -4, with nu-
clear an “option.” SCANA applies for COL, procures large forgings for Summer-2 and
-3. NRC’s final safety evaluation report for U.S. EPR design certification targeted for May
2011. ANS Executive Director Harry Bradley to retire. Review schedule for US-APWR
design certification application still being developed. Progress signs letter of intent for
EPC contract, long-lead items for Levy reactors. Maximizing the Assets: A status report
on license renewal and power uprates. Bellefonte project receives violation notice, delay
to COL application review schedule. Atomic Safety and Licensing Board named for Mill-
stone-3 power uprate request. Scoping process begins for environmental impact state-
ments for Lee, North Anna-3 COL applications. NRC asks for recheck of nozzle fatigue
calculations at Oyster Creek. License renewal application for Three Mile Island-1 dock-
eted; Wolf Creek’s safety evaluation report delayed. Byron-2, Wolf Creek lose off-site
power; leak at Millstone-2.

OPERATIONS 3366
The Nuclear News interview—Hart and McCollum: An overhead job at Oconee. Oconee
-3’s containment painting project. 

SECURITY 42
OIG report: NRC should strengthen security oversight activities. NRC Commissioner
Lyons comments on recent security developments. U.K.’s Royal Society publishes report
on detecting nuclear materials smuggling. NRC proposes expanding radioactive source
tracking system. NRC proposes penalty for security violations at Turkey Point. NRC
amends safeguards information rule to reflect current threat environment. NRC endorses
Nuclear Energy Institute’s revisions to security drill guidance document. 

INTERNATIONAL                      47
Contract signed for second Leningrad nuclear power station in Russia. Bids requested for
Turkey’s first nuclear power plant. AECL drops out of U.K. new build process. U.K.-
France summit produces new pact. Egypt signs nuclear agreement with Russia. Mitsubishi
applies for design approval for EU-APWR. Toshiba signs agreement with Atomenergo-
prom. Environmental impact assessment report submitted for third unit at Loviisa, in Fin-
land. International Energy Agency says Finnish nuclear policy a model for other coun-
tries. India’s NPCIL, Bharat form major component venture. Idaho National Laboratory
joins Alberta, Canada, energy options study. Refurbishment of Canada’s Point Lepreau
station begins. IAEA launches Radiation Assistance Network. 



EDITORIAL

Backscatter 8800

Calendar 66

Equipment & Services 7788

Late News 1177

Letters 1111

Literature from Suppliers 7799

Nuclear Notes 44

People 7755

Proceedings Available 1100

Recently Published 1100

ADVERTISING

Direct Answer 6666

Index to Advertisers 6655

Employment Ads Begin 6688

DEPARTMENTS

May 2008 N U C L E A R N E W S 3

ANS Officers
P R E S I D E N T

Donald C. Hintz
V I C E  P R E S I D E N T / P R E S I D E N T - E L E C T

William E. Burchill
T R E A S U R E R

Eric P. Loewen

C H A I R M A N ,  A N S  P U B L I C A T I O N S
S T E E R I N G  C O M M I T T E E

Roger W. Tilbrook

Administrative
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

Harry A. Bradley

Nuclear News (ISSN: 0029-5574), Volume 51, Number 6.
Published monthly (except during the month of April when
issued twice monthly) by the American Nuclear Society, In-
corporated, with business, executive, and editorial offices at
555 N. Ken sington Ave., La Grange Park, Illinois 60526; tele-
phone 708/352-6611. Subscription rate is $400 for 2008;
overseas subscribers add $65 per year for postage and handling.
Single copy price is $40; $12 additional for overseas postage
and handling (except for the Buyers Guide issue, which is
$110; $15 additional for overseas postage and handling). In-
dividual ANS members receive NN as part of membership.
Replacement copies may be obtained at the single copy price,
as long as copies are available. Inquiries about the distribution
and delivery of Nuclear News and requests for changes of ad-
dress should be directed to the American Nuclear Society. Al-
low six weeks for a change to become effective. POSTMAS-
TER: Send change of address orders to Nuclear News,
American Nuclear Society, 555 N. Kensington Ave., La
Grange Park, Illinois 60526, or <nucnews@ ans. org>.

Nuclear News is printed in New Richmond, Wis. 54017, by
St. Croix Press, Inc. Nonprofit periodicals postage paid at La
Grange, Illinois, and at additional mailing offices. Copyright ©
2008 by the American Nuclear Society, Inc. Trademark regis-
tered in USA and Canada.

Opinions expressed in this publication by the authors
are their own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the editors, the American Nuclear Society, or the organiza-
tions with which the authors are affiliated, nor should pub-
lication of author viewpoints or identification of materials
or products be construed as endorsement by this publica-
tion or by the Society.

Texts of most Nuclear News articles are available on the
NEXIS database, from Mead Data Corporation.

Coming up . . .
June—Special Section on Fuel
August—14th Annual Vendor/

Contractor Profile Issue

MEETINGS 53
NRC’s 20th Regulatory Information Conference.

INDUSTRY 54
NRG Energy forms subsidiary to market ABWRs, with investment by Toshiba. Fluor gets
N stamps; other business developments. Areva-led group chosen to manage U.K. LLW
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