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A diamond in Dogpatch: The 75th anniversary of the Graphite
Reactor—Part 1
BY SHERRELL R. GREENE

Ostendorft: Nuclear energy and national security

Appeals court upholds New York’s zero-emissions credit program. Judge sides with the
Nuclear Energy Institute in dispute with NextEra Energy. Connecticut agencies find
Millstone plant at risk of closure in 2023. Transatomic Power stops work on its mol-
ten salt reactor design, releases technology. First of four 375,000-pound reactor coolant
pumps placed in Vogtle-3 containment vessel. Court approves settlement in FirstEnergy
Solutions bankruptcy. NEI publishes road map for Defense Department micro-reactor
pilot program. Maximizing the Assets: A status report on license renewal and power
uprates. South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff recommends that SCE&G not be al-
lowed to recover Summer-2 and -3 construction costs incurred after March 2015. NRC
issues final safety evaluation report and standard design approval for APR1400. Co-
owners of Vogtle plant suffer credit-rating downgrades. NRC’s escalated enforcement
actions in 2017 down from previous year. NRC issues revised Regulatory Guides on
maintenance, other topics.

Russian hackers targeted Westinghouse, indictment says. NRC Office of the Inspec-
tor General conducts audit of force-on-force inspections at fuel cycle facilities. Nu-
clear submarine USS Indiana is commissioned. Energy Secretary Rick Perry visits
Sandia National Laboratories. Evans sworn in as head of DOE’s new cybersecurity
office. DOE awards $28 million for cybersecurity projects. U.S. government imposes
restrictions on nuclear trade with China. DOE moves to terminate construction of
Mixed Oxide Fuel Fabrication Facility.
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Canadian Nuclear Laboratories hosts largest Small Modu-
lar Reactor Vendor Roundtable to date. Tool testing facility for
CANDU projects opens in Ontario. IAEA’s Integrated Regulato-
ry Review Service completes 100th mission. Wolcott confirmed
as U.S. ambassador to IAEA. Japan’s Nuclear Regulation Author-
ity says Tokai-2 complies with current regulatory standards. Ac-
tion plan for construction of six Russian plants in India signed.
U.K’s Hinkley Point C project marks two years of progress. Stone
named chair of U.K. Nuclear Industry Association.

DOE to clarify definition of high-level radioactive waste. DOE
extends Hanford, Portsmouth contracts. DOE cleared to begin
grouting of PUREX Tunnel 2 at Hanford Site. EPA finalizes clean-
up decision for West Lake Landfill. Stop-work order lifted, clean-
up of Shallow Land Disposal Area to proceed. Floating nuclear
power plant Sturgis makes final journey before dismantlement.

Wyoming to regulate uranium recovery as first “limited agree-
ment” state. Commerce Department receives comments on
investigation into uranium imports. NRC releases plan for li-
censing accident-tolerant fuel. License renewal proceeding for
Westinghouse Columbia Fuel Fabrication Facility delayed for
leak assessment.

Canada’s TRIUMF and Canadian Nuclear Laboratories to pursue
production of actinium-225. Canada’s Centre for Probe Devel-
opment and Commercialization and McMaster reactor facility
sign R&D agreement for medical radioisotope production. NRC
issues confirmatory order, violation notices.

Oak Ridge National Laboratory, U.K. National Nuclear Labora-
tory to cooperate on nuclear R&D. Idaho National Laboratory
awards $3.9 million for university-led projects.

BWXT, Brotech open nuclear component manufacturing facility
in Canada; other business developments. GE Power to supply tur-
bines for Egypt’s El Dabaa nuclear power plant; other contracts.
10 CFR Part 21 reports submitted to NRC.
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