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Special Section: Outage Management and Plant 
Maintenance 43
The “Drive For 25”  

by Mark Kanz 44
Utility Working Conference: Trends in maintenance and work 

management 58

Power 20
Permanent shutdown of Oyster Creek ends 49 years of operation. Illinois’s ZEC pro-
gram is upheld by appeals court. Focus on Finance. Vogtle project sparks dueling 
lawsuits. New Jersey regulator moves to create ZEC program. A steam generator is 
put in place at Vogtle-4. NRC to review application for subsequent license renewal 
for Peach Bottom. NRC approves transfer of Summer licenses from SCE&G to Do-
minion. California legislation approves funds to ease impact of closure of Diablo 
Canyon. Brunswick plant, other facilities prepared for Hurricane Florence. MIT 
study finds that nuclear power is necessary to reduce carbon emissions. Indian Point 
license renewals issued, but plant shutdown is in sight. NRC agrees that small mod-
ular reactors can have smaller emergency planning zones. NRC finds that chilled 
work environment persists at Watts Bar. 

Security 32
Nuclear Threat Initiative releases 2018 Nuclear Security Index. Senate Judiciary 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism holds hearing on cyber threats 
to U.S. electrical grid. Top U.S., Indian officials hold talks in New Delhi. Defense 
Nuclear Facilities Safety Board planning major staff reorganization. Down-blended 
high-enriched uranium to be used for tritium production. U.S.-Russia workshop on 
nonproliferation and disarmament held in California. NRC considers alternatives to 
physical security regulations for advanced reactors.  

Policy & Legislation 39
Senate bill aims to boost U.S. nuclear industry. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy defends holding Clean Power Plan in abeyance as Affordable Clean Energy Act 
moves forward. 

International 68
Russia’s Leningrad-II-1 ready for commercial operation. Cold hydraulic test at Slo-
vakia’s Mochovce-3 is completed. United Arab Emirates’ Federal Authority for Nu-
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Coming up . . .
December—Special Section on Fuel

January—Special Section on Education, 
Training & Workforce Development

February—Special Section on 
Instrumentation & Controls
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clear Regulation and Khalifa University sign research agree-
ment. Youth council created for future UAE nuclear leaders. 
NuGeneration advances Moorside as site of new nuclear plant 
in United Kingdom. International Atomic Energy Agency re-
views design safety documentation for Bangladesh’s Rooppur 
nuclear power plant. IAEA report shows decline in world nu-
clear capacity up to 2050.  

Waste Management 73
NRC resumes review of Waste Control Specialists’ applica-
tion to build a consolidated interim storage facility for spent 
fuel. Environmental group petitions NRC over FirstEnergy’s 
decommissioning fund. New water pipeline to be installed at 
Hanford Site; other Hanford news. Finnish firms to provide 
low-level waste services to China. NRC issues report on spent 
nuclear fuel inspection at San Onofre. 

Fuel      77
Orano launches uranium conversion plant at Tricastin site 
in France. ASLB hearing scheduled for Crow Butte license 
amendment request. IAEA publishes interactive digital map 
of uranium deposits worldwide. Denison Mines to increase 
stake in Wheeler River project. Anfield Energy announces 
resource estimate for Charlie Project. Researchers study ra-
dionuclide transfer at uranium mine sites in South Australia.

Isotopes & Radiation 81
Purdue University researchers to patent yeast-based dosime-
ters. Savannah River National Laboratory licenses hydrogen 
isotope separation technology. Phoenix to open neutron im-
aging services center. 

Research 89
Record power level reached in neutron production cycle at 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory’s Spallation Neutron Source. 
MIT researchers overcome plasma density limit to steady-
state fusion operation in a tokamak reactor.

Education, Training & Workforce 92 
Savannah River National Laboratory retirees to mentor and 
teach students at University of South Carolina Aiken. Cana-
dian Nuclear Laboratories and Moscow State University host 
summer programs for students and specialists. National Nu-
clear Security Administration launches fellowship program 
for doctoral students. 

Industry      94
BWX Technologies acquires Sotera Health’s Nordion med-
ical isotope business; other business developments. Bechtel 
is named project management contractor for Wylfa Newydd 
nuclear plant in North Wales; other contracts. Defects 
found in circuit boards, selector switch; other 10 CFR Part 
21 reports.  

Standards 96
Two standards approved, comments requested on three others.
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