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On the cover: In the upper photo, 
men in Ramsar, Iran, located in a region 
known for having the highest levels of 
natural background radiation on Earth—
about 260 millisieverts per year versus 
the world average of 2.4 mSv per year—
bathe in a natural hot springs spa, with 
high radium levels, in the city’s Talesh 
Mahalleh district. In the lower photo, ra-
diation control technician Martin Troutt 
helps keep radiation decontamination 
workers safe at the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s Paducah Site using instruments 
to measure two types of radiation, as 
well as rates of exposure for the work-
ers, who clean up some of the site’s most 
contaminated buildings prior to demoli-
tion. Authors Jerry Cuttler and William 
Hannum discuss the supporting science 
for less restrictive radiation dose pro-
tection limits in their article, “Current 
radiation protection limits: An urgent 
need for change,” which begins on page 
34. (Photos: Upper, <http://webecoist.
momtastic.com>; lower, DOE)
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