Nuclear News

November 2016

Volume 59, Number 12

DEPARTMENTS

EDITORIAL

ANS Technical Journals 13
Backscatter 72
Calendar 6
Late News 17
Nuclear Notes 4
People 69
Publisher’s Statement 68
Recently Published 12
ADVERTISING

Direct Answer 58
Index to Advertisers 57
Employment Ads Begin 62

Comingup...
December—Special Section on Security

January—Special Section on Education,
Training, and Workforce Issues

March—19th Annual Reference Issue

Members: View
Nuclear News online!

At <www.ans.org>, click on Member
Center at the upper right of your
screen. Log in with your e-mail address
and password (if you haven’t already,
you can create a password at <account.
ans.org>). Click on the heading for the
current issue of Nuclear News.

2 * Nuclear News * November 2016

WrE 'CGN BDF

Feature Article 34

Nuclear Power: How environmentalism lost its way
BY PAUL LORENZINI

Power 14

Watts Bar-2 nears start of commercial operation. Hurricane Matthew caused no
damage to plants, but customers lost power. Challenges filed to PG&E’s closure pro-
posal for Diablo Canyon. New York agencies launch investigation into Indian Point
oil spill. Report quantifies carbon-abatement value of nuclear. NRC grants request
for Bell Bend license application withdrawal. Owners of Summer-2 and -3 ordered
to increase construction milestone payments to Westinghouse. Maximizing the As-
sets: A status report on license renewal and power uprates. New designs for small
modular reactors offer potential for standardization. Three unplanned shutdowns
reported, orders issued.
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Security 2

Russia suspends plutonium disposal agreement with United States. NRC cites MOX
Services for violations at the Mixed Oxide Fuel Fabrication Facility. NNSA declares
Poland, Indonesia HEU free; other NNSA news.
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Policy & Legislation 3

Continuing resolution sustains federal government through December 9. Senate bill
would boost whistleblower protections. DOE task force issues report on the future
of nuclear power. Legislators weigh in on decommissioning rulemaking. New York
State Public Service Commission answers critics of Clean Energy Standard.

International 41

Contracts signed for United Kingdom’s Hinkley Point C new-build project. Can-
ada and China sign agreement for Advanced Fuel CANDU Reactor joint venture.
Inspections by Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission criticized by auditor. Paris
Agreement enters into force on November 4. Japan establishes spent fuel reprocess-
ing organization. South African energy minister delays release of RFPs for nucle-
ar new-build program. Ukraine’s Energoatom, Westinghouse agree to strengthen
partnership.
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Waste Management 46

10 CFR Part 61 final rule on low-level radioactive waste dispos-
al released. Parts of WIPP repository to be closed due to rock
falls. Legacy waste cleanup costs at Los Alamos National Lab-
oratory could reach $3.8 billion. New receipt tank at Savannah
River Site begins receiving salt waste. Aiken, S.C., company
seeks to license spent fuel facility. D&D of Soviet-era reactors
could cost $12.8 billion. Delay monitoring tank at Bradwell’s
ponds complex in the United Kingdom is dismantled.

Industry 51

Westinghouse acquires Nuclear Logistics Inc.; other business
developments. Mid-America Conversion Services awarded
contract to operate DUF; facilities; other contracts. Two Vog-
tle AP1000 reports submitted to NRC; other 10 CFR Part 21
updates.

Isotopes & Radiation 53

National Academies report warns of potential molybde-
num-99 shortage. Michigan utility cited for radiation safety
lapse.

Research 59

ITER, ANSTO forge agreement that allows Australia to con-
tribute directly to the ITER project.

Education, Training & Workforce 60

Outside investigation looks into workplace issues at Colum-
bia. Industry initiative addresses nuclear worker training. In-
terns at Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory help get robotic
arm functioning again.

Fuel 64

Public meeting follows inspection, corrective actions at Wes-
tinghouse’s Columbia, S.C., fuel facility. Small steps advance
mining projects around the world. Centrus signs enrichment
contract with UT-Battelle to continue work on American Cen-
trifuge technology. No Kazakh U production increase in cur-
rent market; other business developments.

Standards & Documentation 67

One standard published, two approved; comments requested
on one other. NRC issues revised regulatory issue summary
on decommissioning timeliness; other NRC documents.
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