
understanding the possibilities as 
well as the problems involved. How­
ever, one problem does not appear 
to be mentioned: Before nuclear 
explosives can be used for earth­
moving projects on a large scale, 
some modification of the nuclear 
test-ban treaty will probably be re­
quired, and this may not be easy to 
achieve. 
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This book presents the proceed­
ings of the conference celebrating 
the 75th anniversary of the Cal­
ifornia Institute of Technology in 
Pasadena, California, October 25-27, 

1966, with an added preface by Lee 
A. DuBridge. In all, there are fifteen 
papers by outstanding authorities in 
various areas of physical, biological, 
and social SCience, as well as educa­
tion and technology, together with a 
panel discussion on the sub j e c t 
"What are the Urgent Problems?" 

There is no pretense of evenness 
in the coverage of various frontiers 
of knowledge, but the choice of topics 
and author-speakers is excellent. 
Each chapter gives a fine summary 
of recent advances and the current 
status of a particular field, and in 
some cases there is also a very pen­
etrating and thought-provoking dis­
cussion of f u t u r e problems and 
possibilities. I found particular in­
terest in the discussions of the rela­
tionship between modern biology and 
the problems that may confront our 
Civilization. For example, Profes­
sors Sinsheimer and Bonner suggest 
that it may soon be possible to 
separate male-producing from fe­
male-producing sperm and thereby 
allow parents to choose the sex of 
their children. How will society wish 
to use this possibility? 

This book contains many specula­
tions of similar developments with 
far-reaching consequences. 
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