To prevent tools, equipment, or cut pieces from falling
into the reactor portion of the tank, a plastic-lined sheet-
metal cone was suspended beneath the work area during
the cutting operation. After some difficulties with loss of
visibility due to water clouding, binding of the cutter
bearings, and misorientation of the cutter, the basket as-
sembly was successfully cut into, three pieces and
discharged to the spent-fuel pit without serious incident.

The operation demonstrated to the staff that simple
tools and procedures can be devised on an ad hoc basis
for the unusual and infrequent disposal problems that are
bound to occur at any reactor facility. Details of the
design of this particular tool and the procedures
employed in this case were presented at the Conference
on the Problems of Operating Research and Power Reac-
tors, sponsored by the Reactor Operations Division of
the American Nuclear Society in Ottawa, Canada, during
October, 1963 and are available from this office.

Garrett V. Sidler
John C. Bouldin
Charles R. Feavyear

U. S. Army Engineer Reactors Group
Headquarters, Department of the Army
Washington 25, D. C.

THE RIGHT FLAVOR

Dear Sir:

Now that I have had a chance to see the first issue of
Nuclear Applications I can offer to you and the American
Nuclear Society staff my sincere congratulations for pro-
ducing a journal of great excellence. It looks good and
reads well. I particularly like the insertion of the Reader
Service Card on the last page and the use of a full-size
page for it. But most important of all, I think the flavor
has been established. This flavor is one for which I was
hoping. The Society can be justly proud of its new
publication.

James R. Lilienthal

Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory
Los Alamos, New Mexico

A WORD OF CONCERN

Dear Sir:

I have received the first issue of Nuclear Applications,
and am pleased to send you a few comments.

I have enjoyed the presentation of the journal; the
type, in particular, is very attractive: neat, large, simple,
and pleasing to the reader. I certainly welcome the
change in the name of the journal; when I learned that
the name ““Nuclear Technology’” had been accepted, at
first, I thought it was definitely going to be a birth
defect. It is precisely in relation to the contents of the
journal where I would like to add a word of concern.
Despite the name change, this first issue impresses me as

totally technological. I have enjoyed the article on burn-
up, but it still represents ‘fall out” from reactor
technology. Let us not forget that there are two large
fields for which reactors are mere tools: activation
analysis, with its whole series of interesting new basic
studies and developments, and applications of radio-
isotopes to basic sciences. Moreover, in these fields one
may sometimes forget the existence of reactors al-
together, as in 14-MeV, or charged-particle activation
analysis, for example. I hope articles on these, and relat-
ed subjects will find some room in future issues of

Nuclear Applications.
E. Ricci

Oak Ridge National Laboratory
Oak Ridge, Tennessee

(Ed. Note: We agree with Mr. Ricci’s concern and hope that
publication of his letter will stimulate action from potential
authors of such papers and of papers on other subjects
within our scope but not adequately represented in these
early issues. We cannot publish papers which we don’t
receive.)

A LOGICAL VEHICLE

Dear Sir:

Congratulations on the first issue of Nuclear
Applications! The articles are stimulating, the format
refreshing and lively. I was most interested in your com-
mentary about things to come as well as philosophy for
the journal. We of the Shielding Division have eagerly
awaited the birth of a new American Nuclear Society
journal, which may be a logical vehicle for a group of
shielding papers that have not previously had a proper
home in ANS publications. We have urged members of
the shielding community to give earnest consideration to
submission for possible publication in Nuclear
Applications, and I hope you will receive good papers
from our colleagues.

W. E. Kreger

Chairman, Shielding Division
American Nuclear Society

DESCENDING TO THE READER

Dear Sir:

I have just reviewed the first issue of Nuclear
Applications, which we had been awaiting with keen an-
ticipation. There is certainly a need for such a Journal to
be published by the American Nuclear Society. I was im-
pressed, in general, with the technical content of the
papers, and think you are to be congratulated on making
a fine start in the difficult job of initiating such a
journal,

However, I was not favorably impressed with the
format, which seemed quite imitative of commercially




published trade journals. We had been looking forward
to a journal that would deal with nuclear applications,
using the same general format as Nuclear Science and En-
gineering. The latter format has evolved over a period of

years and is now from many standpoints highly’

desirable.

In particular, I would like to see the abstract of each
paper printed separately from the article, with either a
blank or advertisement backing page. This would make
it quite easy to remove abstracts from the Journal for
clipping to index cards for personal-information retrieval
systems.

The inclusion of author photographs strikes me as
serving little purpose. The American Nuclear Society
neither needs to, nor should, imitate commercial trade
journals.

The layout of the articles is quite disturbing. Perhaps I
am prejudiced toward the layout of Nuclear Science and
Engineering , but the print seems too large and distrac-
ting for continuous reading, and the vertical lines
between columns inhibit rapid scanning.

A more standard cover, with the same general format
as Nuclear Science and Engineering , with perhaps a
change of colors, would be highly desirable.

In general, it appears that the layout of Nuclear
Applications is much closer to that of Nuclear News than
that of Nuclear Science and Engineering. Nuclear News
has as its primary function the transferral of casual in-
formation, and should, therefore, have a convenient and
conversational format. A technical journal, however,
even one such as Nuclear Applications, should not
tolerate such a format.

This letter may assist you in in your difficult task of
satisfying a wide variety of readers. A disservice may be
done the Society and the profession by either bringing
the technical content of the journal down to a low level,
or by bringing its layout down to a conversational
format. If the average reader of Nuclear Applications
cannot accept the format of a technical journal, then
either the Society or the profession is in serious trouble.
One must bring the average reader up to a standard,
rather than descending to the level of the average reader.

This is said in full knowledge of the problems we have,
particularly in the education of nuclear scientists and en-
gineers. There is no easy way out of this problem, but
bringing the format of the journal down to a popular
level of pseudo public standard is not the proper solution.

Edward D. Jordan

Chairman, Division of Nuclear
Science & Engineering

The Catholic University of America

Washington, D. C.

(Ed. Note: We are grateful for constructive criticism such as
offered by Prof. Jordan, and we hope that others who may be
unfavorably impressed by any aspect of this journal will let
us know what bothers them and why. As of April 19, by far
maost of the relatively few letters received expressed satisfac-

© tion with the first issue.)
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Working With
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Let HOKE Help You...
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PREVENT VALVE FREEZE-UP.

L3

1 This seal-welded bellows valve
11 has all stainless steel construc-
l l tion and secondary packing to
T handle liquids at temperatures

\\f

e of —320°F.

ELIMINATE VALVE SEAT
LEAKAGE.

A Kel-F stem tip provides a
vacuum-tight seal and prolongs !
the life of this miniature bel- *~*
lows sealed valve.
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Ay CONTROL SYSTEM FLOW

,/.% ‘;.1‘ AUTOMATICALLY.
B, Solenoid valves come with Tef-

s #.. lon discs, AC or DC power, and

= various flow patterns.
FILL DEWAR VESSELS.
90° turn of this pressure bal-
anced ball valve provides full
flow and leak-tight closure.

SHUT-OFF TRANSFER LINES.
Forged needle valve has “Dyna-
Pak” Teflon packing, a metal
stem tip to seal against leaks,
and an easy to grip handle.

And don't forget to hook-up the entire system
with New, Hoke Gyrolok Tube Fittings. A cata-
log is available.

For complete information on how these Hoke
products can help you, contact your local Hoke
distributor or write to us directly.

Hoke Incorporated = 1 Tenakill Park = Cresskill, N. J.
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