Source Security
WORKING GROUP

November 3, 2025

Mr. Daniel Watson

Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for the Western Hemisphere
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative

600 17th Street NW

Washington, DC 20508

RE: USTR Comments Portal - Docket No. USTR-2025-0004
Dear Mr. Watson:

The Source Security Working Group (SSWG) is an alliance of industry sectors, including
energy, healthcare, transportation, and industrial radiography, who seek to ensure
continued, safe, and reliable domestic access to radiological sources. Radiation
technologies are a critical and underappreciated component of our modern economy, from
cutting-edge cancer treatments, to measuring oil and gas reserves, pipeline inspection,
and sterilization of medical supplies.

The undersigned organizations of the SSWG are pleased to submit the following comments
in response to the request for public comments relating to the operation of the Agreement
between the United States of America, the United Mexican States, and Canada (USMCA) in
advance of the joint review on July 1, 2026.

We respectfully urge the United States to preserve duty-free treatment under the USMCA
for Canadian-origin Cobalt-60 (Co-60) and maintain its exemption from tariffs under the
International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA). Co-60 is critical to U.S. healthcare,
used to sterilize about 40% of all single-use medical devices and used to treat inoperable
brain cancer. Its uninterrupted, low-cost supply ensures the safety and availability of vital
healthcare products for patients domestically and abroad.

Retention of USMCA preferential treatment is essential to ensuring the continued, low-cost
importation of Co-60 into the United States, thereby supporting medical device safety and
patient health. Maintaining this preferential status — both under the USMCA and as an
exemption from IEEPA-imposed tariffs on Canadian-origin imports — facilitates sustained
U.S.-Canada collaboration in investment, innovation, and intellectual property
development. These provisions form a critical component of the framework necessary to
advance Co-60 production within U.S. power reactors.



Currently, the domestic supply of Co-60 does not meet the U.S. demand for medical
product sterilization and stereotactic radiosurgery. To address this, companies are
currently working together on technology to produce Co-60 in U.S. pressurized water
reactors (PWRs). First reactor insertion is expected by late 2026, with production by 2029-
2030. This project will strengthen U.S. supply security, reduce reliance on foreign sources,
and enhance economic and healthcare resilience.

Any disruption to the USMCA’s duty protections or imposition of new tariffs —on Co-60 or
uranium imports from Canada — would threaten this effort and undermine U.S. healthcare
capacity. The USMCA’s framework for investment, technology cooperation, and tariff
exemptions remains essential to advancing this domestic production initiative.

In conclusion, the SSWG respectfully requests that the USTR ensure continued USMCA
protections for Co-60 and support for any U.S. production projects as vital components of
the national healthcare infrastructure.

We thank you for your information request and attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

American Association of Physicists in Medicine

American Nuclear Society

American Society for Radiation Oncology

Elekta, Inc.

Gamma Industry Processing Alliance

International Source Suppliers and Producers Association



