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	Nuclear professionals welcome Vogtle 4 reactor's atom-splitting milestone

	 







		 

	WAYNESBORO, GA. — Georgia is making strides toward a cleaner energy future. A new reactor at Vogtle nuclear power plant has begun splitting atoms, signifying a first step to generating carbon-free electricity.

Southern Company utility Georgia Power announced today that operators have safely started the nuclear reaction inside of Vogtle Unit 4 reactor, located southeast of Augusta in Burke County, Georgia. The reactor is now emitting heat to produce steam for generating electricity.

Vogtle Unit 4 is expected to start supplying power later this year. Its sister reactor, Unit 3, came online last July.

Vogtle will support long-term growth, said American Nuclear Society CEO Craig Piercy.

“Vogtle is a generational investment," said Piercy. "When Unit 3 and 4 are done and they're online, providing power to the grid, they're going to provide 17 million megawatt-hours of power. That is equivalent to all of the wind turbines in the state of California, and that power is going to be delivered 24/7."

"It's going to be clean. It's going to be reliable. It's going to power a million homes and businesses, and it's going to do it for 60 or 80 or maybe even 100 years.”

Vogtle 3 and 4 are the first new reactors in the U.S. to come online since 2016 and feature a new reactor design by Westinghouse. This makes the new Vogtle units a first-of-a-kind project, explains nuclear engineer Shirly Rodriguez.

“Vogtle is a success in my eyes," said Rodriguez. "I know they have a lot of hurdles to overcome but considering that it's been a nuclear power plant who got constructed after so many years, I will say first-of-a-kind again, I think we accomplished it. We didn't abandon the project.”


Nuclear engineer Keith Drudy worked on Vogtle. 

“I'm very proud of the achievement of the team that did the work to make it happen," said Drudy. "I really think that the next go-around, we're going to build off the back of the supply chain, the technology, the logistics, the experience that was built by Vogtle.”

We must build more nuclear energy, said nuclear scientist Jess Gehin, Ph.D.

“The challenge we have with large construction projects like Vogtle and there are other construction projects is the first-of-a-kind always seem to take longer and more expensive than what we thought," said Dr. Gehin.

"The message really needs to be: We need to keep moving, moving forward. We've invested in those first-of-kind costs. We've gained that experience. We should be building more of those plants and taking advantage of what we've learned.”

Experts available for interview on Vogtle: Email media@ans.org or call (202) 996-0474 to request an interview with our experts and to stay informed.

	 







		 

	Learn More:

Established in 1954, the American Nuclear Society (ANS) is an international professional organization of engineers, scientists, technologists, teachers, and healthcare providers devoted to the peaceful applications of nuclear science and technology. Its more than 10,000 members represent government, academia, research laboratories, medical facilities, and private industry. ANS's mission is to advance, foster, and spur the development and application of nuclear science, engineering, and technology to benefit society.
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