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HANFORD SITE

First test glass poured from Vit Plant melter

Crewmembers stand in front of the first stainless steel container filled
with molten test glass at Hanford's Vit Plant. (Photo: Bechtel National)

Bechtel and the Department of Energy’s Office of
Environmental Management announced on December
4, 2023, that the first set of test glass was successfully
poured into a stainless steel storage container designed
to hold vitrified waste at Hanford’s Waste Treatment
and Immobilization Plant, also known as the Vit Plant.

According to Bechtel, which is designing, building,
and commissioning the plant, the pouring of the first
container marks a major milestone in the DOE’s mis-
sion to treat radioactive and chemical liquid waste at
the Hanford Site in southeastern Washington state.

The pour was completed as workers commissioned
the first of two large melters in the Vit Plant’s Low-
Activity Waste (LAW) Facility. Once operational, the
melters will be used to immobilize Hanford’s tank
waste, turning it into a stable glass form through
vitrification. About 56 million gallons of waste, the
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Backed by 140 years of experience, Kiewit's nuclear history began in 1952 with the Portsmouth Gaseous
Diffusion Plant. Today, we have a diverse array of experience as an NQA-1, ASME Section IIl and N-Stamp
quality provider, and are dedicated to being a premier contractor in the nuclear market. Kiewit's nuclear-grade
quality programs are staffed by engineering, procurement and construction experts. Our integrated team
incorporates constructability into the earliest stages of project development for schedule and cost certainty.
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