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Decommissioning Citizens Advisory Panel that 
a new water filtration system was installed at the 
plant that aims to remove metal shards that are 
breaking off as the reactor is cut up for disposal.

“We continue to work hard to decommission 

Pilgrim nuclear power station and will always 
do so within the regulatory limits by applicable 
federal and state agencies,” Patrick O’Brien, 
director of government affairs and communica-
tions for Holtec, said in an email.

CANADA

CNSC authorizes Chalk River’s LLW disposal facility

The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission has 
decided to amend Canadian Nuclear Laborato-
ries’ operating license for the Chalk River Lab-
oratories, allowing the construction of a near 
surface disposal facility (NSDF) for low-level 
radioactive waste on the nuclear research site in 
Deep River, Ontario.

In 2017, CNL applied to the CNSC for a li-
cense amendment authorizing the construction 
of the NSDF. According CNL, the facility is 

needed for the clean-up of the Chalk River cam-
pus, which will allow for the decommissioning 
of aging and redundant nuclear facilities, the 
removal of contaminated soils, and the disposal 
of equipment contaminated with LLW.

In making its decision, announced on January 
9, the CNSC said the commission concluded 
that the NSDF project is protective of human 
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