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programs.
The regulatory guidance is constructed so that licensees and 

CoC holders will have the flexibility to take appropriate correc-
tive actions, including modifying AMPs and/or implementing 
procedures in a timely manner as a result of tollgate assessments 
(pursuant to 10 CFR 72.48).

The tollgate frequency may be equally divided over time or 
may be irregular, as defined by the specific licensee or CoC hold-
er. Licensees and CoC holders may consider the projected time 
frames for expected results from applicable research and devel-
opment programs in the establishment of tollgate timing, but 
need not tie the tollgates specifically to these events.

Conclusions

The regulatory framework in which DSS aging management 
inspections will be conducted has evolved significantly in recent 
years and is still in the process of being finalized. But signifi-
cant progress has been made. This framework is being built on a 
vision for learning aging management that is operations-based, 
facilitated by the sharing of operating experience, and support-
ed by forward-looking tollgate commitments to apply future ad-
vances in knowledge and inspection technology to DSS safety 
assessment. This framework, when completed, is expected to be 
uniquely well-suited to meeting the challenges posed by long-
term dry cask storage—overcoming the current lack of experi-
ence with DSS degradation mechanisms, the difficulty of access-
ing systems that were designed to make SNF hard to access, and 
the uncertainties associated with ultimate service lives that have 
yet to be determined and will depend on factors outside the con-
trol of DSS owners.
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