
March 2018 • Nuclear News • 99

Kudos

Coble

To Jamie B. Co-
ble, ANS member 
since 2002, who has 
been named the  
inaugural Southern 
Company Faculty 
Fellow at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee at 
Knoxville in recog-
nition of her work as 
an assistant profes-
sor of nuclear engi-

neering. Coble joined the UT Department 
of Nuclear Engineering faculty in 2013. 

To Rian Bahran, ANS member since 
2004, recipient of the 2018 Most Promis-

Bahran

ing Asian American 
Engineer of the Year 
Award, sponsored 
by the Chinese In-
stitute of Engineers– 
USA. Bahran was 
cited for “leading 
the development of 
transformative nu-
clear engineering 
and technology so-
lutions to the ever- 

increasing dynamic threats of nuclear 
proliferation and nuclear terrorism, while 
simultaneously integrating vital aspects of 

next- generation human capital develop-
ment into these technical efforts.” Bahran 
is a research and development engineer at 
Los Alamos National Laboratory, where 
he works in the Nuclear Engineering and 
Nonproliferation Division’s Advanced 
Nuclear Technology Group. 

To Tim Echols, who has received the Ad-
vanced Reactors Summit’s Trailblazer 
Award for his work in support of nucle-

Echols

ar power. Echols is a 
commissioner for 
the Georgia Public 
Service Commis-
sion, where he has 
supported and ap-
proved new carbon- 
free nuclear energy 
sources for the state. 
Echols also serves as 
the vice chair of the 
National Associa-

tion of Regulatory Utility Commissioners’ 
(NARUC) Nuclear Issues–Waste Disposal 
Subcommittee and is a member of the 
NARUC Committee on Energy Resources 
and the Environment.

Obituaries
Guillermo Velarde; received a master’s 
degree and a doctorate from the Polytech-
nic University of Madrid in 1952 and 1959,

respectively; joined the Spanish Atomic 
Energy Commission (Junta de Energía 
Nuclear, or JEN) in 1956 before moving to 
the United States to study nuclear physics 
and reactor theory at Pennsylvania State 
University and Argonne National Labora-
tory; worked at Atomics International in 
California on a project for the design of 
a heavy- water reactor before returning to 
JEN in 1963; was appointed chair of nucle-
ar physics at the Polytechnic University of 
Madrid in 1973 and director of advanced 
technology at JEN in 1974; founded the 
Institute of Nuclear Fusion at the universi-
ty in 1981; received the American Nuclear 
Society’s Edward Teller Award in 1997 in 
recognition of his research in inertial fu-
sion energy; died January 12, 2018. 

Hunter Currin, 79, ANS member since 

Currin

1963; received a 
bachelor’s degree in 
engineering physics 
from the University 
of Toronto in 1960 
and a master’s de-
gree in mechanical 
engineering from 
the University of 
Pittsburgh; spent his 
46- year career at 
Knolls Atomic Pow-

er Laboratory; died January 4, 2017. NN
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