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Positions on Nuclear Topics

The American Nuclear Society provides statements, which reflect the Society's perspectives on issues of public interest that involve various aspects of nuclear science and technology.  Position statements are prepared by key ANS members whose relevant experience and knowledge about the issue help create a document representing the ANS view of that topic or issue.  ANS is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit membership Society that works to inform policy makers and help them understand nuclear science and technology.  

Topics are confirmed and prioritized through an ANS membership survey and ongoing communications with professional divisions, the Public Policy Committee (PPC), other committees, the ANS Board of Directors/Officers, the Government Affairs Special Committee, and the Washington DC.  The ANS Washington DC representative is in frequent discussion with Congressional members and staff as well as other organizations (such as NEI) in Washington, DC.  Position statements and appropriate background documents reflect the scientific, technical, economical, and other aspects of an issue. There exists a Fast Track process to prepare papers or positions on urgent issues.  For example, a statement may be needed for testimony before a congressional committee.

Working to Expand the Society’s Positions 

ANS positions may be used by other organizations to clarify and support nuclear-related processes.  For example, the Federal Affairs officers of utilities may find technical and scientific based positions that support the utilities’ belief.  ANS positions cover such topics as, “Nuclear Power:  A Leading Strategy to Reduce Oil Imports,” “Nuclear Fuel Recycling,” “Maintaining a Viable Nuclear Work Force,” “Licensing New Nuclear Power Plants,” and more.  All positions are found on the ANS web site at http://www.ans.org/pi/ps/ .

Preparing Positions

· Position Statements represent the ANS official position on issues of policy or technical significance.

· Their intended audience is policy makers.  The Statements are posted on the ANS web page and are available to ANS members and the public at large.

· Subjects in need of Position Statements may be identified by the professional divisions, the PPC, special committees, others, and the ANS BOD.

· Position Statements are supported by technical papers that provide background information, explain and justify the positions taken.

Position Statements are developed by the responsible professional divisions or the PPC.  
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